Her Excellency Mrs. Solmaz Ünaydin

Ambassador of Turkey to Japan

Today, we are very pleased to be commemorating the 82nd anniversary of the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.

Turkey and Japan, which are situated, one on the very western and the other on the very eastern banks of the Historical Silk Route, have traditionally good relations since the 19th century dating back to the early contacts between the Ottoman and Meiji Empires. During the Ottoman Era, the Ertugrul Frigate, which was sent to Japan carrying a message in reply to the earlier one sent by the then Meiji Emperor to the Ottoman Emperor of the time, was caught in a typhoon and sank off the coast of Kushimoto in Wakayama Prefecture in September 1890.

On the orders of the Japanese Emperor, the surviving 62 of the total 596 crew of the Frigate were sent back to Istanbul with two Japanese navy vessels.This tragedy, however, constituted a strong base on which the mutual understanding and friendly relations between Turkey and Japan began to develop, bringing them to their excellent level at present. In fact, we are looking forward to celebrating in Kushimoto next month the 115th Anniversary of this important event with high level participants from Turkey and Japan.


There are no problems or conflict of interests between Turkey and Japan in political relations. Both countries share the same ideals and common values of democracy, human rights, peace, security, stability and progress. Besides, they have similar approaches towards international issues.
2003 was celebrated as the "Year of Turkey" in Japan. During the events calendar of the Year, which has lasted until the end of June 2004, 165 activities of cultural, touristic, economic and commercial nature were carried out throughout Japan to introduce the different faces of Turkey, both in their traditional and contemporary aspects, giving the Japanese people an opportunity to get to know Turkey better.


We also believe that the successful participation of Turkey in the 2005 Aichi World Exposition contributed to maintaining the momentum of the Year of Turkey in Japan. Our Pavilion was among the most visited and popular pavilions and it was awarded with a gold medal in its category.


Most recently, on 30 September 2005, His Imperial Highness Prince Tomohito with His daughter Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko and His younger sister Mrs. Masako Sen along with a delegation of 250 people flew to Turkey to participate in the opening ceremony of an Archeological Institute in Kaman Kalehoyuk, where excavations have been going on since 20 years, under the auspices of His Imperial Highness Prince Mikasa and the leadership of Professor Sachihiro Omura. This important ceremony was attended on the Turkish side by Prime Minister, H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Minister of Culture and Tourism, H.E. Atilla Koc, as well as other important dignitaries.


The last 24 months have also witnessed many high level visits from Turkey to Japan, including among others, the visits of President of the Turkish Grand National Assembly H.E. Bulent Arinc, of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H. E. Abdullah Gul. "2003, Year of Turkey in Japan" eventually culminated with the visit of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan in April 2004, the very first for the last 9 years. Most recently Minister of State, H.E. Prof. Dr. Besir Atalay has represented Turkey on our National Day in EXPO-2005 Aichi World Exposition.

All these visits took place in a warm and cooperative atmosphere that reflects the traditionally friendly bonds existing between the two countries. During these visits, all aspects of bilateral relations have been evaluated and views on ways and means for furthering the excellent cooperation were exchanged. It is now our earnest hope and desire to welcome the corresponding Japanese dignitaries, as well as other high level officials in Turkey in the period ahead.


Japan and Turkey have had strong economic and financial relations for the last 30 years. During this period, Japan has contributed to a number of landmark development projects in Turkey. Especially after Turkey adopted liberal market economy policies in mid-1980s, there has been a second wave of Japanese direct investments in Turkey.

Now, I can state that we are on the verge of embarking upon a new wave of investments.

This economic performance is further enhanced by the political stability in Turkey which has a single party Government since the end of 2002. Turkey and the EU have started accession negotiations as of the 3rd of October, 2005. The current economic program is in line with the EU membership targets, and this program is supported by the very recent approval of a three-year IMF stand-by arrangement.

I believe that these positive developments are being closely monitored by the Japanese investors. During their visits our Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Tayyip Erdogan and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H.E. Mr. Abdullah Gul were accompanied by large business delegations and 14th Japanese-Turkish Business Council meeting was held in October 2004 in Tokyo. These occasions provided excellent opportunities for Japanese business circles to be informed at the highest level about the recent developments in Turkey and get together with their Turkish counterparts. Since then, our Embassy is more frequently visited by the Japanese companies looking either for business opportunities or enlarging their existing investments in Turkey.


During their visit to Turkey, among other countries, in September 2005 with a delegation of Japanese businessmen, the Vice Chairman of Japan Business Federation (Keidanren), Mr. Yonekura and the Co-Chairman of Turkish-Japanese Business Council, Mr. Umeda have realized fruitful contacts with their Turkish counterparts, were received by our Prime Minister, H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan. We hope and wish that this visit will initiate new business opportunities and strengthen existing economic relations between Turkey and Japan.


Turkey, through its sui generis geo-strategic location, in addition to its close historical and multifaceted ties with both Europe and Asia, serves not only as a crucial geographic, economic and political bridge between the two continents but also an equally important one for dialogue between the East and the West.


The International Symposium on Harmony and Civilizations hosted in Istanbul in October 2004 which brought together academic circles from both the OIC and EU as a follow-up to the OIC-EU Joint Forum held in Istanbul shortly after the tragic events of September 11, served to further promote the crucial dialogue between Eastern and Western civilizations.


Furthermore, our Prime Minister has co-sponsored the recent initiative launched by the Prime Minister of Spain for an "Alliance of Civilizations". This initiative, under the auspices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, is intended to respond to the need for a committed effort by the international community, both at the institutional and civil society levels, to bridge divides and overcome prejudices, misconceptions and polarization which potentially threaten the world peace.


In the light of all these developments, I sincerely believe that both bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the political, economic and cultural fields between Turkey, an important power in its region and Japan, the world's second biggest economy, will give most fruitful results to their mutual benefit in the near future.


I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate, in my capacity as the Ambassador of Turkey, my commitment to contribute to the further strengthening and development of the existing ties of friendship and cooperation between Turkey and Japan and wish happiness and continued prosperity to the people of Japan.


H.E. Mrs. Solmaz Ünaydin, Ambassador of Turkey to Japan
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